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THREE MILLION DOLLAR CUTBACK PLANNED 


NOVEMBER 16, 1984 --- Concordia University has formed a seven-member task 
force to find ways of trimming an additional $3 million on an annualized basis from the 
University's $95 million operating budget. 


Students, faculty members, non-academic staff and administrative personnel will 
be represented on the task force. It will be chaired by Vice-Rector (Administration and 
Finance) Graham Martin and report directly to the Board of Governors. 


The group is expected to begin meeting early in December. Any cutbacks 
recommended by the task force would be evaluated by the Governors at their January or 
February meetings. Once approved, the cutbacks would go into effect immediately. All 
units within the University -- administrative and academic -- will be subject to the 
budget review. 


The causes of Concordia's latest financial difficulties are threefold. 


(1) Because of compressions applied to all Québec universities during the past 
several years, Concordia has been left with an accumulated deficit of $6 million. 


(2) Despite studies by the Department of Education that show that Concordia is 
underfunded by at least $8.5 million a year, the Québec government recently reneged on 
a promise to implement an improved university funding formula that would have gone a 
substantial way towards easing Concordia's financial problems. 


(3) A sum of $3.5 million owed Concordia by the Québec government to offset costs 
resulting from increases in student enrolments during 1983-84 is now more than seven 
months overdue, and the University has no indication when that money will arrive. 


"There is no doubt that further budget cuts will adversely affect the University's 
operations," Martin says. "Everyone will be discomforted in one way or another. 


"But we either have to increase our revenue or cut back to reduce the size of the 
deficit. Since the government does not seem prepared to do the former, we have to do 
the latter." 


Concordia conducted a similar budget-cutting exercise during the 1980-81 


academic year. At that time $3.4 million was pared from department operating budgets. 
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For further information contact Ken Whittingham, Acting Director, Concordia 
University Public Relations Department, at local 8497. 
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